lantlord/tenant law
SUMBARYOF CHAPYER B, PART H

Rost rerders are aware they have certain rghts whan
- they are woleed in 2 disputs with thelr fandiond,
 howaver they often don't know what those rights ar,
This brochuss was developsd by the Favida Depart-
mient of Agricudiure aned Coraumey Services 10 answer
sary of the gusstions feguently asked sbout
andloniflenant relatiorahdps. This brochurs is NOT
meant to be a covoplete sumrary of Florida’s
Lancioed/Tenant law, This brochurs i not indended for
thae purperse of providing legel advice. P additionad
rdormation not addressed in the broghurs, refer
Chapser 83 of the Florids Statutes. A cogwy of the statutes
miy be sivtaingd by colling us at RO-MELPFLA {435+
F353) or by visiting us online st wewnw BDCGheipfiacom,

This information appiies to those wha rent a dweliing
Lt as deseribad In Sectlon B343, R &

BEFORE YOU RENT...

Wik through the prerises o identify any problams
that should be foed BEFORE vou rent. Tabe pivtures
video or mabe nodes of sy guestionable corelitions
angd include provisions for repairs I the rentad syree-
mert or in & sepsnse written dodisment sigred by
bt pairting.

A tenart 5 an sgual party with the landiosd You never
have o agree to sy rental arangement. Before
renting & dwelling, be sure the rental agreerment
cowers ALL the issues addressad in this brachurs
Bafre you sigr, make sure you thoroughly understand
the terms of the agreement. if vou DON'T undeestand,
EXIAT sign the rendal aoresment. Thers i3 1o grawe
perod allowad fur canseling rental agresments, so if
yosus sy, yous ars hound te te agrearsent.

ORAL&WRITTEN
RENTAL AGREEMENTS

A rental agresmend is A agresment 1o Ent propanty
fcosvinaniy raferrad Yo s lersnd). Fental agreemants
may be wither weitten of oral Most reertal agregments
ave written berausy owal sgresments can be subloa 1o
misunderstandings and are difficelt w prove. A
weltien rental agreament can be 2 formel contragt, of
sty & copy of 3 letter stating the rights and nldige-
thons of hoth the ndiord ared tenant,

’
$

Boride law respaires that notises to and fraoee a andiowd
Fasst e i writing, even ¥ the revds! sgreement is ol
vou should shways retain a copy of any coresponderes
ey aveed Froms your landlwd.

Section 82A8LE S,

i the rental agresrount oontalns no provislon as o
duratinn of the terancy, the dusation s determined by
the prelods for which sent is payaidle {week-tomweek
montreto-montdy, etod Al saher terms are either thass
specificaliy addrassed by law or those that are part of the
agresmaent between you and yous landiord.
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A landiord has the discretinn e collact various deposits
a5 well 35 soms rent in advence. Thess advapse
paymnts generally vary in ravage, You shouid be carshad
shwut maldng any deposi unless a defirdle decliion has
waen roads o move inte the unit A terant wher puls
down % deposit but then dacidss not o atcugy the uniy
BMAY NOT be engitied 1o 8 refund. I 3 deposit s non-
sefundabde B should be stoted i the rentd sgresmend,

& durnsge deposit is the maost commnan reguinsment of
fancliords, At the time of the pre-rental walk-theough
with the landiord, you should make note of damaged
fraras oF areasy, worn fuds, broken fidures, el and give a
sopy 1 the landiord, Kzep s copy for your Bles, which
miay bl sliminate or mindize disputes later

YWhen you move aut, the andiord roust sither relurn yout
deposit within 15 days of termination of the rental agree-
mant, ¥ the ndiond does not intend 1o Imposs a daire
upon the secarity deposity or Justifi In writing by cenified
it to the tenant’s last knoswn mmalling addness within 30+

daye uporn terminating of s mental agreament, 43 o why they
are koeping & portion of or all of the deposit i the natice is
Y0t se 3% renuined within the 30-day period, the landlord
forfeits histher vight to impose 3 dalm upon the deposit
iess vou Tl 1o give propey notios prity owseating
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Lnfess you siiest o the imposition of the landionds
claimn or the amouni thereol within 15 days after regeipt
of the landiord’s notice of Intentlon 1o Impose @ laim,
the fangiord may the deduet the samount of his o hey
chalm and shall remit the balance of the depisit to you
withire 38 days after the date of the notive of iention 1
raposs 8 wialmt R damages. you objeat to the
landioed’s claim you may Rk 8 complain with he
Departrnent of Agricultum and Consumay Serviogs Of
rstitute an antion In a coun of competent jurisdicion i
sediuctinate the mndiond's vight o the secudity deposit.

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

you and your landiorsd share mary of the resporsibiliting,
Maintenance of the premisss 5 8 good sramphs Youy
andlord must provide 2 healthy, propatly reaintained
place for you to Hve You are requiredt t keep the pran-
iaes I good coradition and 1o ocupy them a3 a peaceld
neighborn

Thers ave certain responsibilitizs that apply 1o sach party
s cuthined by law,

The Landlond

Section B3.513L RS,

The landlond’s responsibiiivies will depend on the type of
rercal unit, The fandiond of 2 dwelling unit 3t all Gmes
gusing the tenancy shalh:

Seotion 3251 Haily, RS
# Comply with the rmauirerments of applicable buliding,
hausing and health codesyor

% Whove there ame 1o appsivable building, housing or
health codes maintain the ool windows, screans,
floors, steps, porches, exteriar walls, fountations and
i othey structural components iy guod repalr and
capable of resisting normal foregs and leads;

# Respthe phanbing o reasorably grod werking condition,

The landioed's obligotions may e aifered or mudified in
wiriting with respect to o single farmily dweliing or duples,

Soctien 83.31{3HaL RS,

in addivion o providing the above requiraments, the
langiord of a dwelling unil othey then a single-family
home or duplex shall, at sl Umes of the tenancy, make
reasonabiz provdsions fon

2 Datgrvdnation of rats, rjos, ants and woud destroying
wrganisrs and bed bugs.

Locks and keys.
Cloars and safe conditions of common aras,
Garbag rernoval and outside receptacien.

Functioning facilitdes for heat during winter nunning
wenter and hot water
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Seciion 83310000 £S5

® i the dwelling is 2 single-family home or dupds, 2
waorking smooke detection thiwice,

This does not mean that the landiord s obligated to pay
for uuiities, waten fuel ov garbage removal, although
fodshe may choose o (Rher provistons relevand 1o g
rerdal myresoens may abso be altersd in writing.

TheTenant

Snotinn 8388 BE o

A tenany, o ol thnes during the enarsy shailly

» Comply with 2l bullding, housing and hesith codes,

® Haop the dwelling clean and senltary.

s Remave gmbage from the dwelling i & clean ang
sardlary moanran

# Koser plumnbing faiees chean, senitary and i repain

# Mot destroy, deface, darpage, impaln of remave any
nart of the prombes o property belonging to the
larwdlorsd, nor permit any persi 1o do 3o

% onduct hinvhersel, and requirs othey peses on
the premises with misther consant, to tmdud therm-
selves in o manngy et doss not wwessonably
disturb the tenant’s neighbors or constitute 3 breach
of the peace.

% Use and oparate in 8 ressorable manner gt slectrt
vl plurnbing, sanitary, beating, ventilating, aie-
comciitiondng and sther facilities andd appliances,
including slevalors.

ACCESS TO THE PREMISES

Saction B3B38, RS,

Orcs you agres to rent a dwelling, your dght b podses.
sian is much the same as T you swned 18 The landiord
however, tan enter at reasonable times with propay
notice to inspRat, make necsesary ov agraend repains,
decorations, slterations Of improvemenis, supply
agread servives or show 1t 10 # prospective of actusl
purchaser, Jenant, rorngages, Worker of Lontraciar,

The larciord msy also gnier alsny tirme whay

Thae tenant has given conseny
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The tarant uraeasonaidy withholds cesent; andfor,

The tenant i sbserdt fror the premises for 2 perind of
e sgual to onehalf the tims R periodls sl
pavrrants, I the rerd is current and the tenarg notifies
the bndiowd of an imended abasnoy than the
iandlond may enter only with the corsent of the tenant
or for the protection or pressrvation of the prersizes.

if the Landlod Does Mot Comply

Socton 8356 (1L ER,

You ramy b able to withhold rent ¥ v landlord Sl
to do what the law or sental agreement requires. You
TSt POWaYEY, BINOUNCe Your intertions iy writig by
myatl, preferably cartifind, at feast wpven days beforathe
rer is due t ol time o remedy the pwoblem.
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if the problem s not corrected within the severn days
and you withhold the rent, the landiord may take you
to oosart o coliegt it Under thess Sircumstangss, You
svasst pay the rent into the court registry, pending the
jugdge's determination in the case.

if the Tenant Doss Not Comply

Snction ERAS L RS

Yises can be evictad for not Bving up o the agresment,
The process of removal depends on the breach.

FAILURETO MEET OBLIGATIONS

Fxespt for the feilure 2 pay rent, & landlord must
notify vou in writing of any shortcontings and give you
savven days in which o correct the situation. H vou stilt
have not complied aftar sovan days, the landlond ran
pagin the aviction process based on non-complianos.

{ther B tong

Soction 83,5800} BE.

Urader cartain glrcumstances, i you have exhiblisd &
fark of consideration for the rights and privacy of
otherg, & landlond has the right to require you to
move with very little notive.

n soms cases [destruction, damage, misuse of prop-
arty, wrwveasonable disturbances), the landiord doss
nod have o Qive You an opportunily 1o eem@sﬁy tha
problem and may seminate tenancy by giving you &
seven-cday wiitten notics,

Each aviction wase i uniqus, 30 be sure 1o oblain fegal
arhvive. A landiord MAY NOT avictyou soiely inretaliation
for the terant complaining © 8 govemmaental agengy
abns code vinkations or asserting other ferant righis.

Hon-Payment of Bent

Soction 8RE83L FE.

The landlord muast serve you, the tenand, @ wittien
niotice allcaving three days fexchading weekends and
legal holidays! for vou 1o pay the rent or move from
the premises H vou do not pay the rant of move,
hedshe may bogin legal action to avict v

in order for the ndlord to gain payment of rent or
possession of the dheelling, nedfshe st fle seit n
county court, i the court agress with the langlond, you
wifl ke notifted in writing. You then have fve days
fexctushing weskends and logal bolidays) o respond -
slse by wiiting - 1o the cowrt i you do ot respond of 8
}w’gment is &m@rﬁd sguingt you. the derk of the vourdy
court will lasis & Wit of Possession™ o the shenff who
vl nsttfy you a"* st eviction witl take plans in 34 howry,

Seotben BREFEL,
Termination of tenancy without a sperific tarmt - days of
writtan notice required {prior [ termination)

Wankly o 7 days
ronilly o 18 divps
Chararieriy o 38 days

Wingrhy v S5 luys

Soction BE.87, B8,

Florida Law doss not allow g landlord to forcs 8 tenant

ot by

& Shunting off the utilitiss or intarrupting service, even
if that servics is undse the control of or the landiord
makes paymeny

® Changing the lncks or using 8 device that derndas the
fenant avoess;

& Removing the sutside doors, locks, wof, walls or
windows fexcapt for purposes of maintenancs,
repalr of replacemeant); angddor

2 Femoving the tenants persons! woperty from the
dwelling andess action is taken after surrende, aban-
dorment, recovary of possession of the thyaliing unit
due tothe diath of the last remaining terant it aceor-
dance with section 83 393, or lawiul eviction,

i any of these ocour, the tenant may sug for actual and
consequantial damages or three months’ rent, which-
s s greatir, phus cott costs and attorney's fess,

WHEN YOU DECIDE TO MOVE

o't forget to give the reguired notios oy steted B yow
rental agresment. The infrmation belosy  inddicates
avxgkra;}rzate rstification ¥ a speciic thvs parled s n
included in the sental agreement, Be sy o check your
rortal agreament for any other specified mndstm

Under certaln croumstances, § allowsd by the provi-
sions of the rental sgresmend, 3 rendal agresrmant my
be engded whon elther party glves willten notics to the
other of thelr intention. Send all corvespondsnce
refating to your intentions 1o the landiord by certified
srail oy delbver B by hand and insist on & recelpt

ftis usually @ grod idea to tadiowith the landiord in perso
o, i vou nnst cance! a lease before iy expiration dﬁ‘i’v
perhaps the landiord wilf aceant the security depasit as
the total financll obligation. if so be sure o obiain 8
signed apresment fo this sffect from the landlord,

When you move from a rental unit - no matter the
duration - be sure 19 settie all avcounts. Terminate wiliy

service the day you lesve, notify the landlord, po
offire and others vour address change and mske otly
arrangements 1o minimize nconvenimws fo
fandiord or the new [Bnants. G

Ome of the most Important resp

is 1o leave the prenvises ina dlas
acocupzant. Be sure 10 varunm, o
sabinets and appllances, 85 we
fied in the terms arad congditisy
mant. Take 2 last walk-through
any damages in writing amﬁ o

MILITARY %WM
Sootion BR082, F.5. o
Forida Statutes povides that
varemirate his or hes rental sgresan
thons, For a free copy of the Rl tey
give us a wall at T-BGO-HELPF

WE'RE HERETO HELPIH

The Forida Department of ﬁsg{és.\zi e am'i N‘mmmﬁr
Services Runctions as the slate's clesringhousg for
consumer complaints, We provige corsumsrs with
mformation  and  educstional matsrials and  we
funetion as the WS, Consurner Product Safety Commis-
sors agent i Florids regarding produdt recalls,
inspections argd Investigations,

vt i i A | B P SN
o gelditional informiahion or a3siSiancs, Qive us B (ar today:
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